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“Writing” or “Inputting”
—Discussion on Overseas Students’ Learning of Chinese

Characters Inputting
Wang Zulei
Chinese College, Beijing Foreign Studies University, 100089

Abstract: With the popularization of computer technology, Chinese characters inputting has become the main way to
express in written form. There are some discussions now: whether overseas students must learn how to write Chinese
characters? Whether should the writing of Chinese characters take less part in teaching to reduce the difficulty? Also, is it
necessary to introduce Chinese characters’ inputting to class? This passage takes a survey of some junior and senior
overseas students in BFSU on these problems. The result indicates that most students admit the indispensability of the
characters’ writing in learning Chinese, which would help the memorization of vocabulary. And the necessity to learn
characters inputting has also been assured. Nearly all students have learned by themselves how to input Chinese characters.
But there are some differences between junior and senior students on their attitudes and needs. Comparing with senior
students, junior students are more tend to inputting, and they have stronger desire to learn Chinese characters’ inputting
systemically, which they think will improve their ability of self-learning.
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